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Think about this: w : + 1 Y,
Some day, unavoidably, 4 ; : o L (A

wvou become a ?{f# ‘ﬂi

statistic,
My parents were third
generation immigrants,

See, I grew up
in alittle industrial =
wlony between Ando ~

and Earth

I'd never been to
Hekshano. I stll ¥
don't speakthe AP o E Until I was
language, . : L ' ; i y 14, Ididn't
¢ | r - even know I
Wes a
Hekshanian,

I never really
_considered the planet
“important to my life,

~ Butwhen Igraduated igh sch—ool
Irealized I wasgoingto have
to leave home if I wanted to

i ke atoendlng dasses —

Iwas always the quieé‘ 5
bookish one.

I grew up, I played,
I went to school.

“" Iremember when Iwas %
at the spaceport, Ifelt sick, T
really, really didn't want

. p) gp, e i y

Mom sald not to be
such a baby, That I'd be
. home on break in a few

- months anyway

When I went 1:h;ough
the gate, that was the
last I'd ever see of her, .o

o

i -

We didn't know it.
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So as I satin the
plane, the last thing
I expected was to
find us making a
pitstop with the

police,

~ Ofcourse,
Ididn't know
¥ about the massacre,

It never made
headlines, because
" in the grand picture,
it was something that
happened on aplanet
that didn't matter,
Itdoesn'thave mudh
economic importance,

They seperated the
three Hekshanians from
the others,
They only spoke my
"native" lanquage to
us One of the group
could understand, and
he started yelling
back at them init

N

B 4 You can't
~§, dothis!

& that moment, I
realized I would never
reach school...

They told me
Ifainted, then,

I'm not moving
to a world that
X coe

When I woke up,
Iwasin the plane's
medical bay with the

doctor holding
smelling salts under

Your
homeworld

For some reason,
I asked the question.
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e lazt off of the ransport which
took us to Hekshano, The port of North Tek
wasold, a hundred years behind the times .

And huge, I was turned
loose, alone and now I
was dwarfed,
I couldn't even read the street
signs Illit'erate and mute,

e

g K. I--‘_ -
& - Ipacedthe same .
. block for hours, -
) N SRS ”~ eten
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¢ I'd never seen someone
die before,

Ishard to
remember I hid
in an alleyway

Iwassurel
was going to die,

Then he switched
i

He begn speaking |
in a Ianguage I didn
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MNow, wou have to understand,
So fay the only person g
who wasmn'ttrying to |
mug or kill me...

oy
}’ Was some drunk
. L
who found me in

Iwastired Twa

Chungry, Twasterrified, | ,""" ‘/

to mind,

So when he started asking
- Are you okay? questions, Igave the most
. @11 logical respon s that came

{ " those offworlders, 1
right?

[ 4

"

And the next
time I cametoo..,

@

Ch my god,
I'm going
to be raped.
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Realize that atfirst, I
was terrified, Scared out
of my mind,

I sat there on the coudh,
waiting and shaking.

When I realized nobody was
coming and the apartmentwas
completely quiet, I started to explore,

A<

| i
—\¢

IYshard to be
intimidated by someone
whose floor is covered
in 4th grade literature,

woénd whose fridge
. contains only a clean,

N—ES A\
7 e e T |
740\ N T = B!

'} A Sl
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In high schoal, I learned one thing really well.
In the worst of times, it pays to escape. To
become someone else.

Itook his
books. Iread. |
I got away,

That way, even /&
hough he was walking,
right next to me...

you could say
I didn't see it.

It w asn't important
to the world I'd
i gonein to

He vby passed
rne cornpletely,

I quess I wasn't
first thing on the
rnorning agenda,

|

But, evertually, my
turn came around,

At least he seemed like
a nice guy, even if he
acted like he was on
a six week bender

o, uh, you're
still here,

vou got now here
t'go?
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’ don't speak...
whatever-ese, Sof
rmaybeitwas 4 W

After the massacres,

the econorry took a major
dive, Alot of workers J

left for other worlds.

ulerists had to have their
own men running everything
Ater that All the hospitds, dl
the schools, the pastal

Stablllze the »
econorry with the

Nobody likes it,
least of all them But
without worket:s, the

up with this
"rei ntroductl on”

So they thaught I was
_ relgedto one of you.

Prally, since
vou didn't know
o s otherwise

By now you've noticed,
the severity of the situztion had
not quite struck horne But
it would, in sbout half a second.
Denid for peace of mind is
a funny thing like that.
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Don't you
hate it when ,?
people interupt
your panic #
' : attacks with /" You prolly aren't
Chill out for : : ; T, rationality? the first person
arminute and ) S ARG this's happened

o, lemme get a
hower n' stuff,

to the police
station and

About an hour later, we
left for the police station

~ on foot,
-

»

l_'/- {\ ’A; ‘x A cops. MdEfLrgmen, nd

V&

- l 7 ot
bu sure seem % o
7 /! '\ N7 " 7, e \ Here's some worldly advice?
' a— ’i - \ ’ 4 Itpaysto know your local

- -
Cutejab, Off-
worlder. You must be
from a real rural

You're going to
need them in an
emergency k's
better you're
already friends,

Spastic teenaged
offw orlders fainting in
alleyw ays.. . That kinda
\ stuff,
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3 - Yy
W This is a shock, :
I didn't expect to 4 j
N\ sze vou back again 25—

thi s weekend,

o‘ Y,

W Heeeeyyy
Brooks! J
N i

o %\

‘eah, yeah, Which is why
you quys are gonna hate me
today Got some extra work
to put right on your desks

|
e are Wu on a
BES at work?

Is that Key-oh?
| Ididn't spot you
\ ere. Moming.

Hey Sd‘lrlee.
How's tricks?

Mot bad, not bad,

Could use a brlnglng it to us, it
vacation, The must be a pretty
2 2 big problem,

It hasto do with the
squirrely kid you
ave in tow, Iwager?

B |
K it was one thing I
was glad for..

wantto contact mzt

family and get a flig
back home, because

- someone thought I was

L an emegrant and

d ragg ed me here,

I'm notjoking
around, Sik

It wasdwtd'ue police
were all Human,

It meant the
spoke Lhi as a tirst
language, like me.

o W / Key-oh, don't
F . - dnnk |n ﬁte
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Key-oh's right, your
situation isn't an unheard of
one, The problem is, in order
to get you out of here legally,
we need to know for certain
that you are who you say you

are, Ithink I know the
answer already...but do you
o have your traveller's ID?

o

CQur main other method of
W checking up on your identity
* will take at least a few days
. toprocess




InhumaniJet & Storyo | 12

I “wiell, it all depends. If
your folks have already

listed you as missing,

If not, it could
take even longer.

Iknow it doesn't
seem fai

We can't |et people just
take off without warning,
without documentation,

The whole system is
in shambles from
that happening once

already,

It's nofunto
ell you this, kid,
3 but it's the law,
] Z

we'll get you e
home, Setamo,

N
o T
We'd thought you'd want ¢
to stay with Key-oh, <
But where do I stay

P Are you . 2
dding?
until then? I don't know

a single person on this & o )l

/ﬁv—
/4 3
,/‘
‘ -
A |
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Kid, you haven't got
a whole ton of options,

You can either stay
with the fairly easy-going
drunk who comes to wisit us
every week and have us know
where you are at all times...

s
QOFr you can t’ry to sarape it out
asa hobo with no knowledge of the
local language, and probably never

ind out if we can getyou -
hame or not.

(= ‘i") ! - ;‘ I

)" When he put it like that. ..

I ain't all that
bad. Think of it as
a detour on the
road of your life,

Even if it ain't where you
meant to go, you can
still enjoy the scenery,

.
RED
«/ }

»

Just remember, thisis
all part of the
experience,

So, can you cook?
Cause,.,

we're gonna

Iwason myway to PR

my first year of college,
What does that tell you?




I won't bore you with the
details of the first few days
How I got lost inside the
train station...

Cr how I achually
had to deck someone
who thought I was
an undercover cop..

Oh, yeah? So then, why
do Brooks and Sdhrieber
k2 pronounce it the other
wa?

“;4' abe if you put ——’ :
sorme effort into ( < 4T
L pronouncing oz

"&I@mm.
P

"'. oY —’-.I‘-'--ls".‘v“"pgrAY - g 1

Kid, I can'
proncunce that
shit S't..Sai..

Satama .,

-

Phone call.
0

reach ry
folks?

Ch, hi
COfficer Schrieber! P

‘ So, did you
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Sohaewe
are..

Cause they're
stubborn Xenos
who learned Uni

first, that's
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The cllege told them
I'm there, on campus and
I've been going to classes,

Schrieber said... They
were able to getin touch
with my parents And my

mom and dad believe

4 that I'm really here...

What'swrong?
What was it?

- police talked to
g my college.

I'm me! ITknow I am!

But I'm here! The college
But I can't prove it!

thinks someone else is
- % me. Some other student! dth I
b il A e police
\ ’ U B are listening
: 3 / 5 to the ollege

Even though rw parents are ready to back me up

legal systern on Hekshano w on't let me sneak th

investigation. And since nobody can getto the ¢

person yet, they can't decide i my parents are

a big faker, or if the college iz just screwing up exactly one
which they are! I'm here! Why arm Italking lik th'"g we can do
said that a full investigation is going to requir 4 ;;':,::niur
and travel expenses for everyone else except situation
under a planetary arrest until they can decids

would have just been better if I'd tried to sne

now I'min the database and they're requirec

Ijust wantto go horme, why won't they let n

to goto college in the first place, what's wro

ere s

[T gy T
Mdldtl;)at = +§ {"ﬂ_ "
' 0U e? N
| €T
Get drunk and

play board games,
of course,
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